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BPQL Season 2
PLAYER PACK
Building on Season 1
Lower cost. Clearer scoring. More variety. More to play for.
	COMPETITIVE.  ACCESSIBLE.  VARIED.  SOCIAL.  SUSTAINABLE.



Welcome back to BPQL.
Season 1 gave us a strong starting point. Season 2 keeps the serious individual competition at the heart of BPQL, while making the league better value, easier to follow and giving more players a meaningful competition to chase.
The Jewellers Arms • Sundays • 7:30pm
Season 2 starts Sunday 20 September 2026


BPQL HAS A NEW HOME!
The brand-new BPQL website is live
bpql.uk
Season 2 is arriving with more than a new quiz format. BPQL now has its own online home - built for our players and Birmingham's growing quiz community.
FROM NOW ON, BPQL.UK IS WHERE YOU BOOK IN
Choose the league night or competition you want to play, book your place and pay online. Season-ticket holders can RSVP for each date, and new players can select the separate £5 first-competition offer.
Everything you need, all in one place
Book every competition - league nights, the BPQL Cup, team events and future special events.
Follow both championships - switch between the live Main and Handicap tables whenever you want.
See the action unfold - nightly results, winners, scores and current handicaps are all easy to find.
Explore every part of BPQL - Cup and team-event results, the honours board, calendar, photos and past seasons.
Stay connected - join the mailing list and keep up with the next event and the wider BPQL community.
BOOK. PLAY. FOLLOW YOUR SEASON. ALL AT BPQL.UK
Bookmark it now - this is the new home of BPQL.


At a Glance
Eight league nights, with each player's best five results counting in the Main Championship.
Entry reduced to £7 in advance, £8 on the night, or £50 for an eight-night season ticket.
A fixed 70-question / 70-point format, with no double-point answers.
Standardised league scoring: each nightly winner receives 10.00 league points and everyone else scores proportionately.
Different question setters encouraged, with standardised scoring helping account for differences in setter difficulty.
A separate rolling Handicap Championship based on the most recent three standardised results.
Season 1 results used to seed opening handicaps for returning players where sufficient data is available.
A broader, more social and inclusive BPQL - while keeping the competitive edge.
1. Entry Fees and Prize Structure
	Season 1
	Season 2

	£9 in advance
	£7 in advance

	£10 on the night
	£8 on the night

	£65 season ticket
	£50 season ticket (8 league nights)


Season ticket value: £50 works out at £6.25 per league night for a player attending all eight nights.
End-of-Season Prize Fund
£2 from every player entry will be ring-fenced for the end-of-season prize fund.
BPQL League Championship
BPQL Handicap Championship
BPQL Cup
Trophies and other end-of-season awards


2. Season 2 Calendar
The league runs in two four-week blocks, with a break in the middle, followed by the Team Quiz and the BPQL Cup & Presentation Night.
	Stage
	Date
	Event

	Week 1
	20 September
	League Night

	Week 2
	27 September
	League Night

	Week 3
	4 October
	League Night

	Week 4
	11 October
	League Night

	Break
	18 October
	No League Night

	Week 5
	25 October
	League Night

	Week 6
	1 November
	League Night

	Week 7
	8 November
	League Night

	Week 8
	15 November
	Final League Night

	Special
	22 November
	Team Quiz Night

	Finale
	29 November
	BPQL Cup & Presentation Night


	EIGHT LEAGUE NIGHTS • BEST FIVE RESULTS COUNT


Two Big Sundays to Finish
22 November - Team Quiz Night: a different format after the individual league and a chance to compete together.
29 November - BPQL Cup & Presentation Night: the Season 2 finale, Cup competition and end-of-season awards.


3. Standardised League Scoring
For Season 2, league performances will be standardised so results can be compared more fairly across different nights and different question setters.
Different setters will naturally produce slightly easier or harder sets. A raw score of 55 could be an outstanding performance on one night but only an average one on another. Standardisation reduces the impact of those differences.
	PLAYER'S RAW SCORE ÷ WINNING RAW SCORE × 10


Example
	Setter A - Easier Night
	Setter B - Harder Night

	Winner 60/70 = 10.00
	Winner 50/70 = 10.00

	54/70 = 9.00
	45/70 = 9.00

	48/70 = 8.00
	40/70 = 8.00


The raw scores are different, but the relative performances are identical. The standardised league points therefore reflect that equally.
Why Standardise?
Every league night carries the same maximum value of 10 points.
Differences in overall question difficulty are reduced.
Different setters can bring their own style without having to match each other perfectly for difficulty.
Harder or easier Wildcard, Multimedia or themed rounds have less chance of distorting the overall Championship.
Players are judged primarily on how well they performed against the field on that particular night.
An unusually easy or difficult set cannot disproportionately affect the season.
Main Championship: your best five standardised performances from the eight league nights count.


4. Season 2 Quiz Night Structure
BPQL will retain a fixed 70-question / 70-point league night, but the structure will be more eclectic and less dependent on long single-subject rounds.
Eight Core Categories
1.  Science
2.  Geography
3.  History, Politics & Royalty
4.  Lifestyle
5.  Sport & Leisure
6.  Film & TV
7.  Art & Literature
8.  Music
Each night will contain five questions from each core category, giving 40 core questions in total. These will be mixed into two 20-question blocks rather than presented as full single-subject rounds.
Full Night Structure
	Section
	Questions

	Mixed Core Block 1
	20

	Wildcard Round - setter's choice
	10

	Break
	-

	Multimedia Round - setter's choice
	10

	Mixed Core Block 2
	20

	Break
	-

	Final Eclectic Themed Round
	10

	TOTAL
	70


Wildcard, Multimedia & Final Round
The setter has freedom over these sections. Expect formats such as Answer Smash, Missing Links, Sequences, Connections, Before & After, Wordplay, pictures, audio, music clips, faces, logos, visual puzzles and other original ideas.


5. Changes From Season 1
No Elite Round
The Elite Round has been removed. There will still be difficult questions, but difficulty will be spread naturally across the night rather than having a section specifically labelled as 'Elite'.
No Dedicated Current Affairs Round
Current events can still appear where relevant within categories such as History, Politics & Royalty, Sport, Lifestyle, Film & TV or Music, but there will no longer be a separate Current Affairs round.
Every Question Worth One Point
There will be no two-point answers in Season 2. Every question is worth one point and the maximum raw quiz score is always 70.
6. Different Question Setters
Season 2 will encourage a wider range of question setters. The structure remains consistent, but different people can bring fresh questions, formats and styles.
Greater variety across the season.
Less predictability from one setter's style.
New ideas and formats.
More opportunity for players to contribute to BPQL.
A stronger sense of community ownership.
	CONSISTENT BPQL STRUCTURE - WITHOUT EVERY NIGHT FEELING THE SAME.




Fancy Setting a League Night?
If you have ever written a quiz, enjoy putting questions together or simply fancy having a go, Season 2 gives you the chance to get involved.
Setters have particular freedom over the Wildcard Round, Multimedia Round, final themed round and their choice of questions within the core categories. We will still be looking for a reasonable spread of difficulty and clear, accurate questions and answers.
Bring your own style and interests to a BPQL night.
Try a format or round idea you think the league would enjoy.
Help give the season a different feel from week to week.
Be part of shaping BPQL rather than simply playing in it.
One important rule: anyone setting a particular league night would not compete in their own quiz.
	INTERESTED IN SETTING A NIGHT? MESSAGE TONY TO VOLUNTEER.


Why It Works with Standardised Scoring
Different setters do not need to produce sets of identical difficulty. Because each night's scores are measured relative to that night's winning score, standardisation helps keep the league fair while allowing setters genuine creative freedom.


7. BPQL Handicap Championship
Season 2 introduces a separate Handicap Championship alongside the Main Championship.
	Main Championship
	Handicap Championship

	Who is the strongest BPQL player?
	Who is performing best compared with their established playing level?


Handicap Calculation
A player's handicap is based on their most recent three standardised league scores. The allowance is 75% of the difference between their three-game average and 10.00 points.
	HANDICAP = 75% × (10.00 - THREE-GAME AVERAGE)


Worked Example
Most recent standardised scores: 7.20, 7.80, 8.00
Three-game average: 7.67
Difference from 10.00: 2.33
75% of 2.33: 1.75
Handicap: +1.75
If that player then scores 8.10 standardised league points on the next night, their handicap result is 8.10 + 1.75 = 9.85.
Why 75%?
A full 100% handicap would try to equalise everybody completely and could overly penalise stronger players. Using 75% gives improving and developing players a genuine opportunity while ensuring knowledge and performance still matter.


8. Rolling Handicaps & Season 1 Results
Rolling Three-Game Handicap
The handicap uses the player's most recent three results, not their best three. The handicap applied on a night is always the one established before that quiz.
The newest result is added after the night.
The oldest result drops out.
The three-game average is recalculated.
The new handicap applies from the player's next appearance.
Opening Handicaps for Returning Players
Returning players will not have to wait three games before entering the Handicap Championship. Where sufficient data exists, opening handicaps will use the most recent three suitable Season 1 results, converted into standardised scores.
	Stage
	Three Results Used

	Opening Season 2 handicap
	Season 1 + Season 1 + Season 1

	After Season 2 appearance 1
	Season 1 + Season 1 + Season 2

	After Season 2 appearance 2
	Season 1 + Season 2 + Season 2

	After Season 2 appearance 3
	Season 2 + Season 2 + Season 2


The Handicap Championship Table
As with the Main Championship, the best five handicap performances from the eight league nights count. The player with the highest total from those five counting performances becomes the BPQL Season 2 Handicap Champion.
	TWO CHAMPIONSHIPS. TWO DIFFERENT WAYS TO HAVE A SEASON WORTH CHASING.




9. The Season 2 Direction
The aim is to build on what worked in Season 1 while being willing to change the elements that did not work as well.
Lower entry fees.
A guaranteed end-of-season prize fund contribution.
Standardised league scoring that accounts for differences in setter difficulty.
A separate rolling Handicap Championship.
Opening handicaps seeded from Season 1 where possible.
A consistent 70-question / 70-point format.
More eclectic core-question blocks.
Creative Wildcard and Multimedia rounds.
Different question setters.
No Elite Round, no dedicated Current Affairs round and no double-point questions.
More opportunities for players across the ability range.
Greater emphasis on the social side of BPQL.
The Social Side of BPQL
BPQL is not just a league table. It is also a group of people meeting in a pub on a Sunday evening, having a drink, answering questions, meeting other quizzers, having a laugh and enjoying friendly competition.
	THE INTENTION IS NOT TO MAKE BPQL LESS COMPETITIVE. IT IS TO MAKE THE DOOR WIDER.


Season 2 begins Sunday 20 September 2026
The Jewellers Arms • 7:30pm
Welcome back to BPQL.
Birmingham Premier Quiz League   •   Sapientia Brumensis   •   EST 2025
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